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EDITORIAL 
The Burning Need 


The most glorious thing which could happen in 
and to the Church of Jesus Christ would be a 
mighty outpouring of the Holy Spirit with the 
necessary accompaniment of His cleansing and 
power. 








seco) 


That which is so sorely needed in the Church 
as a whole is equally needed in our particular part, 
the Southern Presbyterian Church. 


And that which is needed in the hearts of so many 
Christians, both lay and clergy, is desperately need- 
ed in the heart of this writer. This is not a question 
of pointing the finger of either scorn or accusation 
but rather of heart-searching. With the Psalmist 
we must pray: “Search me, O God, and know my 
heart: try me, and know my thoughts,’ but we 
dare not continue with the words: “dnd see if 
there be any wicked way in me,” for we do know 
that such is the case. Rather we would pray; 
“Show me the wickedness of my own heart,” - “and 
lead me in the way everlasting.” 


As earnestly as we debate the question of pro- 
posed union, pro and con, that is not the issue of 
primary importance. Some consider it vital, others 
consider it a symptom of an underlying misplaced 
emphasis which is abroad today. But surely all of 
us must agree and face the fact that our great need 
—the matter of transcending importance—is neither 
to defeat union nor to vote it into effect. What we 
all need is a transforming experience with the living 
Christ whereby being cleansed by His precious 
blood and filled with His Holy Spirit we shall be 
enabled to go forth with the spiritual power by 
which alone our lives can count for Him. 


Let us face this fact. An unbelieving world needs 
the witness of believing, cleansed, humble, Spirit- 
filled and militant Christians. 
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We need the searchlight of God’s Holy Spirit, 
directed into the deepest recesses of our own hearts, 
to search out the unbelief, the impurity and the 
pride which lurk there because of our failure to 
completely surrender to Him. We need our love- 
lessness transformed into a burning love for the 
souls of men and an active concern for their human 
welfare. We need the eyes and the heart and the 
hands and the feet which Christ has transformed 
by His Own living presence. 


Somewhere along the line we must come face to 
face with the somber fact that much which is 
called “Christian” today is more a shadow than a 
reality, because while we have given Him lip ser- 
vice we have reserved to ourselves certain areas in 
our minds, wills and hearts which we have never 
surrendered to Him. 


= 


This editorial is directed at the writer more than 
at any one else, but, it is written with a prayer 
which comes from the depthstof his heart. We need 
to have restored to us the joy of God’s wonderful 
salvation in Christ. We need, through surrender 
to Him, to be upheld and strengthened by His 
Holy Spirit. TTHEN we will be the instruments in 
His hand which He can use to teach transgressors 
His ways. THEN we 
sinners to Him. 


will be used to convert 


If we are honest with ourselves we will admit 
that few of us have any real spiritual power. We 
can go through a routine. Yes. We can follow 
a program. Of course. But, can we talk to a man 
or woman who is a sinner and desperately needs 
the Savior and win that one to Him? 


How often, rather than being an instrument, a 
witness to the glory of God, we prove to be stum- 
bling blocks to those who need Him. It is from 
this tragic situation that we all need to be delivered. 
We need to return to the day of Pentecost to 
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see how and why the early disciples went out to 


turn the world upside down: 


“But ye shall receive power, AFTER THAT THE 
HOLY GHOST IS COME UPON YOU: and ye shall be 
witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost 


part of the earth.” —L. N. B. 


A Hard Saying 
By Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 


Professor of Philosophy in Butler University 
Indianapolis, Ind. 

Times of great religious awakening are char- 
acterized by a zeal to understand God’s word. 
People study the Bible. Not only are its obvious 
teachings scanned, but its deeper doctrines are care- 
fully examined. However, when the love of many 
waxes cold, and when unbelief comes in like a 
flood, the discouraged faithful are satisfied to de- 
fend a few vital doctrines. Sometimes it is even 
said that Christians ought not to go too deeply into 
the Scriptures. It is presumptuous, useless, and di- 
visive. 





Such an attitude is not commended in the Scrip- 
tures themselves, nor was it the practice of the 
reformers and Westminster divines. The Bible 
says that all Scripture is profitable for doctrine, 
not just some. And the reformers did not draw 
back from the difficult passages on predestination, 
foreordination, and God’s eternal decrees. Really, 
these passages are not difficult to understand, though 
many people find them difficult to believe. But if 
they are God’s words, then we should study, be- 
lieve, and preach them. 


The Westminster Confession, summarizing the 
Bible, asserts in Chapter III that God from all 
eternity did ordain whatsoever comes to pass. Ob- 
viously, if God is omnipotent, if nothing can thwart 
his will, and if he decided to make a world, then 
all his creatures and all their actions must be ac- 
cording to his plan. 


This is easy to understand, but many people find 
it difficult to believe that God planned to have sin 
in the world. Does Chapter III of the Confession 
mean that God commits sin? And even in the case 
of a man’s doing something good, does it mean that 
God makes the man do the good act while the man 
willed to do something evil? These questions have 
perplexed many minds, but the first question is, 
What does the Bible say? If the Bible talks about 
foreordination, we have no right to avoid it and 
keep silent. 





Summarizing the Scriptures, the Confession says 
here that God is not the author of sin; that is, God 
does nothing sinful. Even those Christians who are 
not Calvinists must admit that God in some sense 
is the cause of sin, for he is the sole ultimate cause 
of everything. But God does not commit the sinful 
act, nor does he approve of it and reward it. Per- 
haps this illustration is faulty, as most illustrations 
are, but consider that God is the cause of my writ- 
ing this little article. Who could deny that God 
is the first or ultimate cause, since it was he who 
created mankind? But although God is the cause 
of this article, he is not its author. It would be 
much better, if he were. 


Still more difficult for many people to believe 
is the third section. It says, “By the decree of God, 
for the manifestation of his glory, some men and 
angels are predestinated unto everlasting life, and 
others foreordained to everlasting death.” And the 
next section adds that the number of each of these 
two classes is so certain and definite that it cannot 
be either increased or diminished. 


Easy to undetstand; difficult to believe? But the 
main question is, Do the Scriptures teach this? If 
they do, as every ordained Presbyterian minister 
has affirmed, and as the proof-texts amply show, 
then the doctrine should be taught. But if the 
Scriptures do not teach this, and if predestination 
is false, what becomes of our assurance of salvation 
and the perserverance of the saints? If God has 
not from all eternity decided to preserve me in 
grace, do I have any spiritual power in myself to 
persevere to the end? And if I have such power, 
would not salvation be achieved through my own 
efforts and by my own merits, rather than by 
God’s grace? 


This doctrine of the eternal decree underlies, 
not only the doctrine of the perseverance of the 
saints, but also that of effectual calling, the neces- 
sity and nature of regeneration, the gift of saving 
faith, and in short the whole gospel. 


In the United States not much has been heard 
in recent years about the sovereignty of God. In 
England there is an association called the Sovereign 
Grace Union, dedicated to the purpose of proclaim- 
ing salvation by grace, one hundred per cent 
grace, the grace of God, apart from all human 
merit. No doubt loyal Presbyterians believe in 
sovereign grace too, after a fashion; but would it 
not be better if we dusted off our Confessions, 
used them as a guide in our Bible study, and then 
proclaimed the message with heavenly enthusiasm? 
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POSITIVE PROOF 


By Paul D. Hastings 
Reidsville, N. C. 


One of the most important facts in the Union 
Issue now before our Church that those who think 
such a Union unwise for our Southern Presby- 
terian Church have been pointing out is that there 
has never been in the past nor is there at the present 
time a spontaneous desire for Union at the grass 
roots of our Church among the Lay members. The 
entire Union movement has been developed and 
forced upon our Church on the General Assembly 
level by a small but influential group of men, most- 
ly ministers, working through the Committee on 
Co-operation and Union, as this Committee is 
about 90 per cent composed of some of the strong- 
est pro-union men in our entire Church. In the 
September 20 issue of the Presbyterian Outlook 
was a list of the chairmen of the pro-union group 
in each Synod. This list consisted of twelve min- 
isters and four Laymen. 


The first seven Presbyteries to vote on Union 
voted 366-50 against Union. This overwhelming 
vote and the fact that in the last three Presbyteries, 
which voted openly so that it was known who 
voted for and against Union, not a single elder in 
the entire Presbytery voted for Union in Harmony 
and Congaree Presbytery; and only three elders 
voted for Union in Florida Presbytery. All of this 
should convince the members of our Church that 
the Laymen are absolutely and vigorously opposed 
to the proposed Union. What kind of a Union 
would result in the Lay members of our Church 
being carried into it against their desires and 
protests ? 


If this group of influential ministers who have 
forced this issue upon our Church have not given 
this important matter the time and study necessary 
to get informed as to all that is involved in the 
proposed Union for our Southern Church, then 
this should cause the members of our Church seri- 
ous concern. 


But, if these men have given the matter the 
necessary time and study and are informed as to 
the more liberal views, beliefs, policies and pro- 
grams of the leadership which controls the North- 
ern Presbyterian Church and yet they, themselves, 
are not concerned about these things and continue 
to agitate for Union, then this should be a matter 
of even more concern to the members of our 


Church. 


It is becoming clearer all the time that the real 
issue which we are faced with in our Southern 
Presbyterian Church isn’t the Union Issue but that 
this is just a surface indication of a much more 
serious doctrinal issue which we will be faced with 
after the Plan of Union is defeated. We should 
face facts when they are clear and obvious! 
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A Pastor In United Presbyterian Church 


Gives His Reasons For Opposing Union 


Garrattsville, N. Y.—The following are the rea- 
sons why I do not favor the union of the Presby- 
terian bodies. 


1. It does not seem to have been demonstrated 
that the recent union of some of the denominations 
has accomplished more than was accomplished when 
they were separate bodies. There have been a few 
unions recently of church bodies such as the Meth- 
odist, Evangelical, United Brethren, etc. The re- 
sults since the union have not seemed to justify 
the union. Those who favor union of the Presby- 
terian bodies contend that so much more will be 
accomplished with union. But it has not been dem- 
onstrated by those unions which have been effected. 
The results since the union have not seemed to 
justify the union nor validate the arguments set 
forth for consummation of the union. 


2. The United Presbyterian church would lose 


the power of self-determination which it now en- 
joys. The present policies of the Presbyterian 
Church of the U. S. A. would become the policies 
of the new church because of the balance of power 
held by those who were the Presbyterian U. S. A. 
church. The majority of votes cast in any poll after 
union would favor the desires and policies of those 
who previously constituted the Presbyterian church 
of the U. S. A. As some one has aptly expressed it, 
the United Presbyterian church would be “swal- 
lowed up.’””’ Who among us wants to be a Jonah?!! 
3. The claim has been made that union is 
necessary for a more rapid promotion of the King- 
dom of God but this is not supported by Scripture. 
The church of Acts 2 had only 120 members but 
it accomplished more accordingly than the church 
of today is accomplishing. The ratio of persons 
won to Christ to the size of the early church is 
greater than such a ratio is today. In Zechariah 
4:6 we read, “Not by might (margin “army’’) 
nor by power but by my Spirit saith the Lord of 
Hosts.” Also in I Samuel 14:6 we read, “. 
for there is no restraint to Jehovah to save by many 
or by few.” While this does not refer to the ques- 
tion of church union yet the principle applies. God 
has never been and is not limited by numbers. Con- 
secration and yieldedness to the Spirit are more 
necessary than great numbers. Some of Israel’s 
greatest victories were won with a small number 
of combatants. God was the deciding factor. 


4. The Presbyterian church of the U. S. A. 
is not as conservative as the United Presbyterian 
church. The United Presbyterian church has never 
had an Auburn Affirmation. The Presbyterian 
U. S. A. church gets many of its ministers from 
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radical Union Seminary of New York City. All 
of these influences would be operative in a union 
of the Presbyterian bodies. 


5. The allegation is made that some of the 
promoters of union have ulterior motives and are 
seeking self-advancement and self-glory rather than 
the Kingdom of God. This charge may or may 
not be true but at least it is a possibility when one 
considers the temptations to which the flesh is sus- 
ceptible. God looketh on the heart. A larger body 
makes possible positions of more prominence and 
this is a temptation for some. 


—J. Ross McCloy. 





Still They Come 


The Session of the Washington Georgia Pres- 
byterian Church, believing that the greatest need 
of the Church today is not organic union but a 
spiritual revival, at its regular meeting on Sep- 
tember 26, 1954, does deplore the action of the 
General Assembly recommending organic union of 
the various Presbyterian Churches. It believes that, 
if such union does take place, the identity of the 
Presbyterian Church U. S. will be destroyed and 
all its splendid work over the years will be com- 
pletely overshadowed. 


So be it Resolved :— 


I. That it does not approve of the union with 
the Presbyterian Church U. S. A. nor union with 
any other body of the Presbyterian Church. 


Il. ‘That it does approve of a spiritual revival 
and pleads for such a revival in all Presbyterian 
Churches; and it is ordered 


Ill. That a copy of this Sessional action be 
spread upon the minutes of the Washington church, 
a copy to be sent to the Presbytery to be read at 
its next meeting and that a copy be sent to each 
of the Presbyterian church papers for publication. 

B. G. Munro, Moderator. 
A. L. Wright 

A. W. Simpson 

J. L. Vandiver 

P. D. Howard 

R. G. Stephens 

C. N. Hodgson 





Still They Come 


Session Of Central Church, 
Chattanooga, Speaks Out 


Whereas, the matter of organic union with the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., and the United 
Presbyterian Church has been handed down by 
the General Assembly to the Presbyteries for final 
action, and whereas it seems wise to the Session 
of the Central Presbyterian Church, Chattanooga, 
‘Tennessee, to officially take its stand on the ques- 
tion. 






































While still believing in the unity of Christian 
fellowship between all who confess the Name of 
Christ as Lord and Saviour, we yet believe that 
the proposed plan of union presents certain radical 
departures from the historic position of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S., in regard to both doctrine 
and government. 


Therefore, be it resolved that the Session of the 
Central Presbyterian Church, Chattanooga, Ten- 
nessee, go on record as being opposed to the pro- 
posed plan of union. The Session of Central Pres- 
byterian Church believes that no plan of union can 
be acceptable which departs from our standards of 
doctrine and government as set forth in the West- 
mirister Confession of Faith and the Book of 


Church Order. 


Be it also resolved that this resolution be made 
known to the Congregation of Central Presbyterian 
Church and that copies be sent to the Stated Clerk 
of Knoxville Presbytery and to the Editor of the 
Southern Presbyterian Journal. 

—Louis H. Zbinden, 
Clerk of Session. 





Still They Come 


Mt. Airy, N. C., Oct. 3, 1954.—The matter 
of the Union of the Presbyterian Church U. S., 
the Presbyterian Church U. S. A., and the United 
Presbyterian Church of North America was dis- 
cussed; and upon a motion of W. F. Carter, Jr., 
and seconded by J. Marion Burke, the following 
resolutions were unanimously adopted : 


WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Session of 
The First Presbyterian Church of Mount Airy, 
North Carolina, to make known its attitude con- 
cerning the proposed union of the Presbyterian 
U. S., the Presbyterian Church U. S. A., and the 
United Presbyterian Church of North America, 
and 


WHEREAS, it is our belief that this proposed 
union will lead away from and not toward a more 
conservative Bible teaching in the fundamentals: 
The Inspiration of the Scriptures, the only infal- 
lible rule of Faith and Practice; The coming of 
Christ in the Old Testament; His birth of the 
Virgin, begotten by the Holy Spirit; The miracles, 
His atonement for sin, original sin and all actual 
transgressions, the Bodily Resurrection from the 
grave and His coming again to judge the Living 
and the Dead and 

WHEREAS, we believe the proposed plan with 
regard to the government of the church as far as 
women being Elders is concerned is not Scriptural; 
we believe they are neither elected to this office 
nor ordained, and 

WHEREAS. the dividing of our people is caus- 


ing much unhappiness. 
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Therefore, be it resolved that the Session of 
the First Presbyterian Church, Mount Airy North 
Carolina does hereby declare itself as opposed to 
the proposed plan. 





Farmville, Va., Oct. 6, 1954. 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Session of 
the Farmville Presbyterian Church to make known 
its attitude concerning the proposed union of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. (South), the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S. A. (North), and the United 
Presbyterian Church, and 


WHEREAS, We hold in deep affection and 
esteem our brothers-in-Christ of these two other 
Churches; and 


WHEREAS, it is our belief that this proposed 
union threatens the loss of our identity, and threat- 
ens the distinctive and wholesome contribution of 
the more conservative theological and social em- 
phasis of our denomination. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That 
the Session of the Farmville Presbyterian Church 
does hereby declare itself as opposed to such pro- 
posed union. 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That this 
resolution be published in our Church bulletin, 
once during the month of October, 1954. 


Be it further resolved that a copy of the above 
resolutions be sent to the Association for the Pres- 
ervation and Continuation of the Presbyterian 
Church U. S. 

T. S. McCarty, Moderator. 
C. B. Taylor, Clerk. 





Plant City. Florida 


WHEREAS, the Session of the First Presby- 
terian Church of Plant City, Florida, desires to 
make public announcement of its attitude regard- 
ing the proposed union of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., (South), with the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S. A., (North), and the United Presbyterian 
Church of North America, and 


WHEREAS, we hold deep affection and Chris- 
tian love for and seek the closest fellowship with the 
membership of these other churches who cling to 
the old established historic faith and doctrines of 
Divine Revelation, but 


WHEREAS, it is our belief that this proposed 
union, terminating the separate and distinctive life 
of our Southern Church, and its absorption into 
other churches, one with a much larger member- 
ship and which, as a church, is recognizing, teach- 
ing, and practicing some theological and _ social 
beliefs totally at variance with those dominant in 
our Southern Church, and 


WHEREAS, we do not believe the consumma- 
tion of the plan of union would increase the 
spiritual efficiency of the Southern Church or in 
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any way enable it to make a larger contribution 
towards the building of the Kingdom of our Lord 
in this world, and 


WHEREAS, on the contrary, we believe such a 
union and the complete loss of identity of our 
Southern Church would neutralize its distinctive 
efforts, silence its distinctive testimony, cripple its 
efficiency, create discord and end our Southern Pres- 
byterian Church as we know it today. 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That 
the Session of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Plant City, Florida, does hereby declare itself as 
opposed to such proposed union. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That this 
resolution be published in our Church Bulletin, 
and a copy be sent to the Southern Presbyterian 
Journal. 





And Still They Come 


The session of Hopewell Presbyterian Church, 
Huntersville, N. C., at its regular scheduled 
monthly meeting on August 8, 1954, adopted the 
following resolution: 


WHEREAS: it is the desire of the Session of 
Hopewell Presbyterian Church that each member 
of said congregation be better informed on this 
vital issue of union now facing our church, that 
they may be able to make an intelligent decision 
on the question, and that this decision be not based 
on Prejudice, Emotions, or Illusions, we as a 
Session hereby make known our attitude concern- 
ing the proposed union of Presbyterian Church 
U. S. (South), the Presbyterian Church U. §S. A. 
(North), and the United Presbyterian Church 
of North America, and 


WHEREAS: we love and esteem our brothers- 
in-Christ of these other two Churches, and in 
adopting these resolutions we would not claim 
that we in the Southern Church have something 
that they in the U. S. A. Church do not have, 
rather we would say; that some twelve hundred 
ministers in U. S. A. Church have something we 
do not need if we are to be a witnessing Church, 
and 


WHEREAS: history makes us aware of the 
examples of large and powerful organizations, 
both of Church and State, we would urge all 
professing Christians that they be not tempted 
to put-too great a faith in the power of a big 
Church and forget the lessons of the past, but let 
us hold fast to our faith in the Church as a Spiritual 
Body in unity instead of an organic union, which 
would cause a split in congregations and in some 
families, and 


WHEREAS: this movement toward union has 
been largely a ministers movement, led by a few 
influential ministers in our Church over-zealous 
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in this ecumenical trend toward one large National 
Protestant Church, which would not give us 
greater witnessing power as a Church nor further 
the cause of Christ, which should be the mission 
of any Church. 


THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the 
Session of Hopewell Presbyterian Church does 
hereby declare itself as opposed to such a proposed 
union. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That this 
resolution be printed, a copy of which shall be 
placed in the hands of each member of our Church 
for their information and guidance in this most 
important question. 





Davidson College 


Davidson, N. C. — Of the 845 students enrolled 
at Davidson College, more than one half the num- 
ber have chosen business, medicine, or the ministry 
as their prospective vocations, it is announced by 
Registrar Fred W. Hengeveld. 


Business and medicine each have a total of 160, 
and 118 students have chosen the ministry. Profes- 
sions next in order are law and teaching. Twenty 
other selected vocations are listed, with 169 students 
still undecided as to their professions. 


‘Twenty-two states, the District of Columbia, 
Africa, Denmark, Finland, and the Philippine Is- 
lands are represented in the student body. After 
North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, 
Virginia and Tennessee have sent the largest en- 
rollment. 


Since Davidson College is a Southern Presby- 
terian school, more than half the students are Pres- 
byterians. However, 19 other church affiliations are 
listed in Mr. Hengeveld’s 1954-55 report. 


Enrollment by classes is as follows: freshmen, 
250; sophomore, 229; junior, 176; and senior, 183. 
Of these, 111 are working toward A.B. degrees, 
and 727 toward B.S. degrees. There are seven spe- 
cial students. 


Dr. Paul A. Marrotte is a new member of the 
History department at Davidson College, serving 
as an assistant professor. Before coming to David- 
son in September, he was an instructor in the de- 
partment of History at the University of North 
Carolina. 


Dr. William A. Paton, Jr., B.A., M.B.A., is as- 
sociate professor of Business Administration at Da- 
vidson College and is one of the 11 new faculty 
members. 


From September 1952-until June of this year, 
Dr. Paton was assistant professor of Accounting at 
Penn State University, State College, Pa., and pre- 
vious teaching experience included an_instructor- 
ship of Economics and Accounting at the University 
of Kentucky, Lexington. 
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She Preshylerian Mens Convention 


By 


Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 


Approximately 7,000 Presbyterian men met 
in the International City of New Orleans Oc- 
tober 15, to hear the challenge to rededication 
of their lives to Christ and His program. The 
official theme authorized by the 91st General 
Assembly was “In God We Trust.” The dom- 
inant purpose announced by the Assembly’s 
Men’s Council was “to capture the attention 
and interest of Presbyterian men and impress 
North America with the central place of the 
Church in the life of our Nation.” 


No convention has ever been more ably 
planned. Every detail was carefully thought out. 
The entire Church program was superbly dra- 
matized through platform presentations, and 
displays in the exhibit room adjacent to the 
Auditorium. The work of the Church 
forth most attractively in a panorama of eigh- 
teen colorful interpretations. 


was set 


The music was of very high quality. The con- 
vention was fortunate in having Walter D. 
Eddowes, Minister of Music, First Presbyterian 
Church, Huntington, West Virginia, to lead the 
group singing. An added musical feature was 
the contribution of the Texas Men’s Choir di- 
rected by Dr. Robert Wayne Bedford, Professor 
of Music and director of the Capella Choir, 
Austin College, Sherman, Texas. 

OPENING SESSION 

The current Moderator, Dr. Wade H. Boggs, 
sounded the official convention call. The Mod- 
erator used as his subject, “The Greatness of 
Christ.” Basing his message on Luke 19:1-10, 
he pointed out that Christ has the ability to 
change human life. In the course of his remarks 
he stated, “Christ was great in His Name—His 
Name is above everv name. He great in 
His Mission—to seek and to save the lost. We 
are here today to hear what Christ has to say 
to us as Christians and to give Him complete 
control of our hearts and lives. At the begin- 
ning of this meeting we need to be brought face 
to face with the greatness of Christ.” 


was 


J. E. Dewes presided at this session. Words of 
welcome were given by Governor Robert F. 
Kennon. He pointed out that the State of 
Louisiana owes very much to Christianity; that 
while we endeavor to keep Church and State 
separate, “Democracy would be unworkable 
without the contributions of Christianity.”” In 
the absence of Mayor deLesseps S. Morrison, 
Mr. A. Browne Moore extended greetings from 
the City of New Orleans. 
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The devotional message for this session was 
given by Mr. Walter R. Humphrey, Editor of 
the Fort Worth Press, Fort Worth, Texas. He 
stressed the fact that the Bible is the pathway 
to faith, and used as his text, “Thy word is a 
lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path.” 
From his own Christian experience he indicated 
how Christians ought to use this lamp. 

The key-note address was delivered by Gov- 
ernor Theodore R. McKeldin of Maryland. 
Governor McKeldin is an Episcopalian and a 
Lay Reader of the Episcopal Church. For some 
years he has served as superintendent of an 
Episcopal Sunday School. In the Governor’s 
formal address he discussed the principle of 
separation of Church and State. He averred that 
this separation is not a repudiation of religion 
but merely admits of the fact that all men fall 
into error, including the most religious, and 
no man should have physical power to force 
his errors of faith on others. The power of the 
State is physical and extends over material 
things. Continuing this thought he declared 
“It is Christianity that first made the boundary 
between the realms of God and Caesar clear 
and inviolable. That is why it is under Chris- 
tianity that political freedom made its earliest 
and most complete development. God 
has granted no man freedom to do what in 
his heart he knows is wrong. Marxism, with 
its denial of moral responsibility, seeks to abol- 
ish this condition on which we hold our free- 
dom. 


“Therefore, Marxism has, culminated, not in 
true liberty, but in tyranny of the most ruth- 
less kind. It was bound to be so, for the asser- 
tion that we are or ever can be relieved of 
moral responsibility is the most appalling lie 
spawned by the Father of Lies; and it is not 
only declared in Holy Writ, but proved by all 
history that only ‘the truth shall make you 
free.’ ”’ 

Following the Governor’s formal message he 
gave an informal message relating to his experi- 
ences as a Christian in the affairs of State. In- 
cidentally, he stated that he is a total abstainer 
and never indulges in alcoholic beverages. He 
castigated liquor as Public Enemy No. 1. Many 
favorable comments were expressed concerning 
this key-note address. 

FRIDAY AFTERNOON 
The first speaker for the afternoon session 


was Everett Mitchell, well known as Master of 
Ceremonies of the National Farm and Home 
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Hour, Chicago, Illinois. Mr. Mitchell’s subject 
was “Faith in the Home.” He _ began by 
averring “today more than ever before the world 
needs faith in one’s home. I have read many 
definitions of the word ‘home.’ I have one of 
my own, ‘Home is where the heart is’ — 
man is born a helpless infant with nothing but 
a small cry to attract attention, and God in his 
wisdom gave us fathers and mothers to heed 
that cry. It is faith in the parents that prepares 
man to take his place in the world . . . after 
completing my world travels I have come to 
the conclusion that what the world needs is 
men who will stand up and be counted; men 
who when they speak of God and Christ will 
speak out and not let their words be buried in 
their throats so that they will not be audible; 
men who put first things first, and that means 
God first, last, and always.” 


The second afternoon speaker was Dr. James 
I. McCord, Dean and Professor of Systematic 
Theology in the Austin Theological Seminary, 
Austin, Texas. Dr. McCord discussed the sub- 
ject, “Faith in the Bible.’’ He pointed out that 
faith involves more than mere assent, it means 
to speak or live what we believe. He said that 
we have faith in the Bible because it witnesses 
to God's activity on our behalf. He further 
stated that our faith in the Bible stems from 
the fact that in it we find the living truth that 
makes men free. He elaborated upon the lib- 
erating effectiveness of the Bible, observing that 
wherever it has gone into the language of the 
people its liberating effects can be seen in every 
area of living. 


Dr. McCord’s conclusion was impressive and 
moving. He closed with this dynamic assertion, 
“Faith in the Bible—yes, here we must cast 
our first anchor. It is the Bible that keeps us 
from -straying away from Jesus Christ. Here 
we meet Him and come face to face with God. 
Here we find what man is to believe concerning 
God, and what duties God requires of mian. 
Here we hear. the healing. word that restores 
and makes whole. Here through the Holy Spirit 
we are brought into union with our Redeemer, 
and come to know ‘the peace of God that passeth 
all understanding.’ ” ‘ 

FRIDAY NIGHT SESSION 

The Friday evening session began with a de- 
votional message by Dr. Andrew Edington, 
President of Shreiner Institute, Kerrville, Texas. 
Dr. Edington spoke on the importance of prayer 
in the Christian life. He defined prayer as a 
means of communication between God and man. 
He noted that the philosophy of prayer is based 
upon the fact that “God reigns.” He made the 
strong plea for a “listening” attitude in prayer. 
He said that God speaks to us in prayer and 
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we need to hear his voice and say with young 
Samuel, “Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth.” 


The principal address of this session was given 

by Dr. George W. Crane, well known columnist 
and physician-psychiatrist. Dr. Crane is best 
known for his book “Psychiatry Complete” now 
used in more than 300 universities and colleges. 
It has been said that through his writing he 
“conducts the largest psychology class in the 
world.” 
Dr. Crane spoke on “Faith in Ourselves.” He 
made a strong plea for laymen to launch out 
boldly as salesmen for Christianity. He listed 
twelve modern innovations in making the 
Church a greater aid to the more abundant liv- 
ing. Speaking as a psychiatrist he advocated 
that laymen should reach a more active part- 
nership with God, so that at bed time we can 
say, “Heavenly Father, I must get some sleep, so 
will you please take over the night shift for 
me.” As a result of this attitude the speaker 
assured his hearers that such a_ partnership 
would cause us to slumber soundly and free 
us from such ailments “as spastic colitis, high 
blood pressure, insomnia, and tensions. Even 
the acid secretion of the stomach declines so 
peptic ulcers will not burn us so severely.” 


While Dr. Crane offered some constructive 
suggestions for laymen to incorporate into the 
service-program of the Church, he brought in 
some fantastic notions in regard to other planets 
being inhabited, and that before long our planet 
would be sending missionaries to these planets. 
It was evident the speaker did not have the 
same concept of the Church as Southern Pres- 
byterians, and some of his theological views 
were obviously at variance with sound Biblical 
theology. One is tempted to say to such a 
speaker, “Cobbler, stick to your last.” 


SATURDAY MORNING 


Dr. Elfan Rees, advisor on Refugee Affairs 
of the World Council of Churches, was the main 
speaker at this session. Dr. Rees was born in 
Brechon, Wales, and graduated from Oxford 
University. He was ordained into the Congre- 
gational ministry in 1930. He spoke on “Faith 
in Freedom.” He pointed out that the meaning 
of faith consists primarily in “being faithful 
unto.” He elaborated upon freedom of worship, 
freedom of speech, freedom from want, and 
freedom from fear. He asked, “How faithful 
are you to these freedoms?” He said that a new 
faithfulness to these freedoms is essential if our 
world is to become fit to live in. He discussed 
at length the refugee problems, and told the 
audience there are more than six million retfu- 
gees in the world today who do not know these 
freedoms, especially freedom from fear. 
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“Faith in our Country” was the subject of 
a panel discussion by two governors and one 
ex-governor. Former Governor Alfred Eastlack 
Driscoll of New Jersey began the discussion. 
After pointing out the problems before our 
country today he called upon Governor Francis 
Adams Cherry of Arkansas to give a definition 
of faith. Governor Cherry mentioned the dif- 
ferent kinds of faith, and then showed how 
there is a basis for faith in our own country. 

Governor Robert F. Kennon, the distinguished 
host governor of the Convention, a ruling elder 
in the First Presbyterian Church of Middle 
Louisiana, traced the operations of Christian 
faith from the time of President George Wash- 
ington to President Dwight Eisenhower. 

The conclusion reached by the governors was 
that from the earliest days our country has ac- 
knowledged God and His sovereignty. Our his- 
tory shows that our way of life manifested in 
humanitarian interest is improving. We must 
demonstrate that our way of life really works 
and then others will want to follow our ex- 
ample. 


SATURDAY NIGHT 


First Vice President of the Men’s Council Ed. 
C. Hammond presided at the evening service. 
The devotional was given by Mr. Charles Brad- 
ford brought a very inspiring message and 
and Cordage Co., Decatur, Georgia. Mr. Brad- 
ford brought a very inspiring message and 
sounded a spiritual note that added much to 
the spirit of the convention. Many of the dele- 
gates said his message was the high point in 
the entire program. 


The principal feature of this service was a 
panorama entitled, “Faith in our Church.” Dr. 
Edward D. Grant was the narrator. Others 
participating were Dr. James G. Patton; Presi- 
dent, John V. Matthews; Chairman, J. E. Dews; 
and past president Royall R. Brown. This 
program spearheaded the “Forward with Christ“ 
movement. This is a three-year program for the 
years 1955-1957. It was explained that this is 
a program and not a campaign or a drive. It 
is Christ-centered. It attempts to put the total 
program of the Church on such a basis and in 
such a package that it would be readily under- 
stood by the average layman. Nine charts were 
displayed illustrating the goals of this program. 


SUNDAY MORNING 


The Sunday morning session began at 10 
o'clock. President John V. Matthews presided. 
The devotional speaker was Lt. Col. Powell A. 
Fraser. His subject was “My Faith Strengthened 
Through Personal Work.” He emphasized the 
thought that “sharing the Christian experience 
in personal work means sharing Christ in all 
phases of life and not in only a small segment 
of life.” 
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The first of the two major messages was given 
by Evangelist Billy Graham. His text was, 
“Wherefore, Sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe 
God.” Acts 27:25. Dr. Graham first gave a 
graphic picture of contemporary conditions 
which are leading many to despair. While rec- 
ognizing that Communism is on the march and 
has under its control eighty million souls, he 
said we need to see Paul in the middle of the 
storm saying to us, “Be of good cheer and be- 
lieve God. Put your faith in God and not the 
United Nations.” 


The heart of Dr. Graham’s sermon centered 
around “The Biblical Doctrine of Faith.” After 
illustrating how faith pleases God, and leads 
to salvation, he emphasized that the faith that 
is required today is “the faith that leads one 
to obedience.” This message was Bible-Centered 
and delivered with a burning passion that 
thrilled the hearts of Christian believers. 


The second speaker of the morning was Dr. 
Louis H. Evans, Minister-at-large of the Board 
of National Missions, Presbyterian Church 
U. S. A. Dr. Evans’ subject was “Three Cheers 
for the Future!” The thesis of Dr. Evans’ mes- 
sage was that the Christian as he looks ahead 
to the future should do so with a cheerful, sing- 
ing attitude. He made a strong plea for a happy 
Christian philosophy that goes beyond mere 
emotionalism, and has its roots both in history 
and theology. He observed that there are three 
things that enter into the Christian philosophy 
that make one cheerful. First is pardon. He 
said that our greatest problem is sin. Our 
greatest need is a cure for sin. We need to go 
to the pool of Christian redemption, to the 
healing waters of the Gospel. It is at this place 
that we find the pardon that produces good 
cheer. The second source of cheerfulness, ac- 
cording to Dr. Evans, is the experience of power 
to overcome the world.. He explained that 
Christ overcame the world and he has placed 
at the disposal of his followers the same power. 
Finally, this cheer for the future, said the 
speaker, lies in a Presence. We are never asked 
to carry out His program without His presence. 
He closed his sermon with this stimulating 
thought, “The communists believe in their 
cause—more dynamically must we believe in 
our cause. We must never allow our- 
selves to be sucked in by the fear, frustration, 
and futility of this world. We are His and His 
forever and the power and the Presence are 
imperishable. No matter what tomorrow may 
hold—we know who holds tomorrow. It and 
we are His forever. Three cheers for the future! 
He holds it in His hand.” 


Although we would like to have seen a 
stronger emphasis upon evangelism and world 
missions in this program, it is the writer’s con- 
viction that this convention will surely be a 
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great stimulation to all who attended its ses- 
sions to move “Forward with Christ.” 


It is our prayer that the Christian fellowship 
and experience received by this large number 
of Presbyterian men will lead to a greater love 
and loyalty to Christ and his blood-bought 
Church. May the vision of the New Orleans 
convention constrain all of us to pray, “Lead 
on, O King Eternal, we follow not with fears 


, Thy cross is lifted o’er us, we journey 
in its light.” 





The 1955 Evangelistic Campaign 


Atlanta Ga.—Packets of promotional material 
for the Assembly-wide 1955 evangelistic campaign 
in the Presbyterian Church, U. S., will be mailed 
to every pastor in the denomination within the next 
ten days. 


Manuals for use by local churches, brochures for 
the individual member, and descriptions of man 
types of promotional displays—for billboards, win- 
dows, cars, pasters, bumper and window-stickers— 
will be included, Dr. Wm H. McCorkle, secretary 
of the Division of Evangelism, Board of Church 
Extension, announced today. Mailing of these mod- 
ern and useful aids will begin by Oct. 20, the 
church leader said. 


Slogan for the evangelistic campaign which will 
begin in January and run through the entire year, 
is “Find Life With God.” Special emphasis for 
a concerted effort in evangelism will be placed on 
the days between March 7 and April 30, Dr. Mc- 
Corkle pointed out. At this time every synod in 
the Assembly and most individual churches will 
take part in a program of exchange of leadership, 
which will effectively provide additional help for 
each local pastor during a week-long effort in visita- 
tion and preaching evangelism. 


This effort will be backed up by a three-month 
long series of special broadcasts, prepared by the 
Division of Radio and Television, with the coopera- 
tion of leading Presbyterian evangelists from 
throughout the Church. The first of these 15- 
minute sermons, which will be made available in 
tape-recorded form to every presbytery and synod 
which can obtain time on a radio station, will be 
issued for use the week of January 2, 1955. The 
last of the fourteen sermons is to be prepared for 
use the week of April 3. All include music by the 
excellent Protestant Radio Center Choir. 


The evangelism effort was set up for 1955 by 
the General Assembly of 1953, and reconfirmed 
by the Assembly of 1954, while incorporating the 
evangelistic plans in the newly adopted Forward 
With Christ program which begins in 1955. 


The fourth step in the preparation for the largest 
coordinated evangelism effort in the history of the 
denomination, will be the mailing of the packet of 
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materials. Samples and descriptions will cover ma- 
terial which will be available in any quantity needed 
by synods and presbyteries, on order from the At- 
lanta office of the Division of Evangelism. 


The billboard sheets, designed for the standard 
size bill boards, are done in four lithographed 
colors, and bear in neat, attractive and dignified 
style an artistic representation of the slogan: “Find 
Life With God - Presbyterians Forward With 
Christ.”” Four-color posters with similar design for 
church bulletins and general public advertising will 
also be available. Bumper and window stickers will 
be in two colors, and will be ready for use by in- 
dividuals, while additional helps in literature are 
included in the new order blank to be mailed out. 


Early purchase of these supplies and careful prep- 
aration for their use by synod, presbytery and local 
church chairmen of evangelism is urged by the As- 
sembly evangelism head. This will give the best 
possible opportunities both for congregations and 
individual Christians, to reach the largest possible 
number of the unreached for Christ.” 





Character Scholarships For Wheaton 
College Campus Student Workers 


Wheaton college students who work at least eight 
hours per week for an entire semester on one of 
numerous campus jobs will be considered for char- 
acter scholarships based on the number of hours 
worked and a ten-point rating by their immediate 
supervisor. The awards will consist of ten to 
twenty per cent of the semester’s wage. The stu- 
dent must complete satisfactorily his assigned duties 
and his status must be that of a full-time student. 


In announcing the awards, President V. Ray- 
mond Edman stated: “Whoever heard of college 
appointments such as an instructorship in janitorial 
research—a research fellowship on the scrub gang 
—or an associate professorship in the dining hall?” 
He went on to say, “Well, I have; in fact, I made 
them myself.” 


Dr. Edman, in setting up the supervisor’s rating 
sheet, had in mind the importance for a student to 
learn punctuality, courtesy, cooperation, diligence, 
dependability, and efficiency in his employment as 
it is for him to be studious in library and lab- 
oratory. Good work habits are as valuable as study 
habits, and both must and can be learned. 


Concluding his message to students and super- 
visors alike, Dr. Edman said: “This generation 
has not had all the advantages we had. (I use the 
word “Advantages” advisedly.) Many lads and 
lassies have not grown up on the farm or a small 
town as we did, and therefore have missed the cus- 
tomary chores of childhood. They have not known 
the soul-testing, character-building days of depres- 
sion; but they too can learn the value and dignity 
of hard work. For that reason | want to help them 
with these Christian Character awards.” 
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The Nation Is Paying 
A Ghastly Crime Bill 

The United States is still paying a ghastly crime 
bill. In fact, during the first six months of 1954 
a new record was set in the number of major of- 
fenses against persons and property in this coun- 
try — an increase of 8.5 per cent over last year. 

During an average day in the first half of this 
year, according to the semi-annual report of the 
FBI, 35 people were feloniously slain, 48 rapes 
occurred and 252 other felonious assaults were com- 
mitted. 

Every day during the six-month period, 197 rob- 
beries and 1,454 burglaries were committed. In 
addition there were 3,683 larcenies and 608 car 
thefts daily. 

Atlanta continued to be near the top in murder 
and non-negligent manslaughter. There were 38 
violent deaths in the six months compared to 34 in 
1953. Only in robberies and auto thefts was the 
number of crimes in Atlanta less than the year 
before. 

The report by J. Edgar Hoover shows there were 
1,136,140 major crimes committed in this country 
during the first six months of 1954. 

The increase in crime is not limited to urban 
areas. In fact, rural offenses showed a bigger in- 
crease than did the cities. 

These statistics are hard to believe. They show 
that the people of this country are the least law- 
abiding of any of the so-called civilized nations. For 
many years there has been an annual increase in the 
crime rate greater than the increase in population 
would warrant. 

Every decent American should concern himself 
with these figures. Crime and its prevention are the 
responsibilities of each individual. Juvenile delin- 
quency and all the rest of the multiple causes lie in 
the homes, churches, schools and communities. 

The crime bill each year runs into billions of 
dollars. It is eating into the whole moral structure 
of the nation as well as its pocketbook. 

—From Atlanta CONSTITUTION. 





The 20,000th Child 

Atlanta, Ga.—With the treating of the 20,000th 
child, the Baby Clinic of Central Presbyterian 
Church in Atlanta continues in its 32nd year of 
Christian service through medical care to those 
who need it and cannot otherwise receive it. Four- 
month-old Wylene Johnson, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Walter Johnson of near Jonesboro, Georgia, 
was brought to the Clinic for influenza treatment 
—thus, again exemplifying the splendid physical 
and spiritual work being done at Central Presby- 
terian’s full-time “sideline.” 

In front of the Clinic, which began in 1922 as 
the downtown church’s answer to changing needs 
about it, are the words: “Come thou with us and 
we will do thee good.’”’ Thousands of children 
whosé parents could not afford to provide medical 
attention have accepted this invitation, 
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2008 





7 
4 
4 
> 





This volume grew out of boyhood summers spent 
on an Iowa farm. Contacts there and elsewhere 
with Quaker relatives and friends and a grand- 
father’s vivid stories about the War Between the 
States provides much of the material for this vol- 
ume. It is a novel that is full of fast-moving and 
heart-tugging romance. 





Story Or THe Op Wor -p. John DeBie. Wil- 
liam B. Eerdmans Publishing Company. Price 
$4.95. 

This volume is an outstanding text book pre- 
pared by the Educational Committee of the National 
Union of Christian Schools for later elementary and 
junior high courses in world history. It has been 
written by a professional educator. It surveys 
through Christian eyes the stream of human history 
from its beginnings in paradise to 18th century 
Europe and America. It is told in language that 
children understand and find stimulating to their 
imagination. More than 300 illustrations recalling 
the work-a-day life in the glorious past of a succes- 
sion of many lands and peoples tell pictorially of 
the slow and inexorable buildup of history, and of 
our own deep roots in the past. Through this work 
the young student of the past with vivid under- 
standing and through the Christian insights of the 
author gains a deepening sense of the hand of God 
which underlies history. 





Trait Or Go tp. Elise Fraser. Scripture Press. 
Price $1.50. 


Both boys and girls, age ten to fourteen, will love 
these four stories. They are historically accurate 
although the characters involved are fictional. There 
is mystery aplenty in each one, too. The titles sug- 
gest gold — real gold — and it runs as a thread 
through every story but there is also a golden thread 
of Christian message woven right into each narra- 
tive. 





CurisTIAN Deviations. Horton Davies. Philo- 
sophical Library. Price $2.75. 

The author of this book is an English scholar 
who has prepared this volume as a defense of the 
historic Christian faith by distinguishing it from 
those systems which imitate Christianity yet distort 
it by misrepresentation or unwarrantable additions 
to the essentials of Christian belief. He deals with 
such deviations as Theosophy, Christian Science, 
Spiritism, Seventh Day Adventism, Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses and Mormonism. 
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ANGLERS 


(By the Editor of The Testament For 
Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson No. 79 


Snags: “Is it fair for God to 
condemn me for Adam’s sin?” 


Yes, Brother, it is absolutely fair. No one has 
ever dealt so fairly with you as God has done. Re- 
member this: in the same instant that you are con- 
demned a way is provided, not only for your com- 
plete acquittal, but also for your justification. 


When you ask, “Is it fair for God to condemn 
me for Adam’s sin?” the indication is that you are 
in a state of rebellion. Rebellion against God is 
a heinous sin, and it is the sin that lies at the root 
of every other sin. The Shorter Catechism defines 
sin as “Any want of conformity unto, or trans- 
gression of, the law of God.” “Woe to the rebel- 
lious children, saith the Lord, that take counsel, 
but not of me; and that cover with a covering, 
but not of my spirit, that they may add sin to 
sin.” (Isaiah 30:1) 


As a matter of fact, Adam’s sin is your sin and 
mine, because in a very real sense we are actually a 
part of Adam. Before Adam died in the flesh he 
transmitted himself into every succeeding genera- 
tion down to this day, and the human organism 
of Adam has continued to live through the cen- 
turies, from seed to seed. Along with it comes 
Adam’s sin and Adam’s sinful nature. God created 
Adam a perfect man and stamped His own image 
upon him. But when Adam disobeyed God’s clear 
command, he voluntarily committed the act which 
severed the spiritual bond that joined him to God. 
Thus forever afterward Adam and his posterity 
were alienated from God and under condemna- 
tion, the penalty being eternal death. 


If you pinch off a tiny tip from the wide spread- 
ing branch of a tree, you hold in your hand a 
definite part of that tree, back through the branch 
to the limb and back through the limb to the trunk, 
and down through the trunk to the utmost roots. 
If it is an oak tree, you hold an oak twig; if an 
elm tree, you hold an elm twig. The nature and 
the identity of the rooted tree exists in the outer- 
most twig and bud. If the root of the tree is dis- 
eased the twig has to suffer. It cannot live apart 
from the root. You have seen “family trees.” The 
human race is a family tree. Adam is the root, 
and his disease is our disease. 


But here comes in the Gospel - the Good News. 
God in His mercy and grace designed a plan where- 
by His separated child could be re-united with 
Him, for He “is not willing that any should per- 
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ish, but that all should come to repentance.” 


(2. Peter 3:9) That plan involved the miracle of 
the “Virgin Birth” of the God-Man, whereby hu- 
man flesh is joined again unto God, that in Christ 
Jesus we can be reconciled to God and again be 
able to say, “Abba Father.” ‘That at that time 
ye were without Christ, being aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the 
covenants of promise, having no hope, and with- 
out God in the world; but now in Christ Jesus 
ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by 
the blood of Christ, for He is our peace, who hath 
made both one, and hath broken down the middle 
wall of partition between us, having abolished in 
his flesh the enmity, even the law of command- 
ments contained in ordinances; for to make in him- 
self of twain one new man, so making peace; and 
that he might reconcile both in one body by the 
cross, having slain the enmity thereby . . . For 
through him (Jesus Christ) we both have access 
by one Spirit unto the Father.” (Eph. 2:12-18) 


So the body which the old Adam’s sin caused 
to be separated from God can now be re-united 
to God through the new Adam who is Jesus 
Christ, God’s beloved Son. 


Imagine a man standing in the road looking at 
his car in the ditch, wrecked beyond any possible 
repair. Imagine a kind friend driving up beside 
the man in a brand new car and saying, “Get in 
and take the wheel; | am presenting you with this 
car.” Imagine the man replying, “Thank you, 
but I prefer to remain right here until I can decide 
why I should have ever had such a wreck.” He 
wouldn’t be half so unwise as the sinner who refuses 
salvation because he thinks a merciful Heavenly 
Father is unfair—about anything! 


BAPTISM 


By Rev. John Scott Johnson, Ph.D. 
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Headings and subheadings make material eas- 
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LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 7 









REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





The Splendor of Self-Control 


Background Scripture: Proverbs 14; 15: 
1-5; 16; 20:1; 23:29-35. Devotional Read- 
ing: I Corinthians 9:23-27. 


Our subject is The Splendor of Self-control. 


May I take the liberty of saying, that, while self- 


control is a good thing, there is something far better; The Splendor of a Christ-controlled Life. The 
life I now live, said Paul, I live by the faith of the Son of God Who loved me and gave himself for 
me. The love of Christ constraineth us; since One died for all, then all are dead, that they which live 
should live, not unto themselves, but unto Him Who died and rose again. It is no more I that live, 


but Christ lives in me. Do you have the mastery 
of Satan, a simple Christian was asked; No, but 
I have the Master of Satan, and He lives in me. 
I believe that the only wise and safe plan is to 
completely surrender to the One Who can control 
our lives. We preach not ourselves, but Christ 
Jesus as Lord, and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ 
sake. He is the only One Who can keep us from 
falling and present us faultless before the throne. 


Let us proceed to study our Scripture for today 
and see some of the ways in which we should ex- 
ercise self-control. We have our part to do, and 
we should see to it that our new self, our “new 
man,” is in control, and not our old nature. Paul 
describes the conflict between the two in the sev- 
enth chapter of Romans, and closes with these 
words, “O wretched man that I am! who shall de- 
liver me from the body of this death? I thank God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. So then with the 
mind I myself serve the law of God; but with the 
flesh the law of sin.” 


In our Devotional Reading Paul reminds us 
that, “Every athlete exercises self-control in all 
things. They do it to obtain a perishable wreath, 
but we are running in the race to obtain an imper- 
ishable one; a crown of life.” How careful we 
should be to bring our bodies into subjection and 
subdue them! Our bodies often lead us into sin. 
We have all the weaknesses of a nature which is 
totally depraved, entirely unable to save itself, every 
part of the natural man touched and tainted by 
sin. Our first step in Self-control is to be born again 
of the Spirit, and yield to the Spirit. 


With all the Background Scripture to read and 
study, I wish to select certain verses which indicate 
the realms in which self-control is needed. 


I. The Man Without Self-control: 
25 :28. 


In this verse we have a vivid description of such 
a man: He that hath no rule over his own spirit 


wa 
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is like a city that is broken down, and without 
walls. (A man without self-control is like a city 
broken into and left without walls R.S.V.). In 
the East, at the time this was written, such a city 
was in a pitiful condition; so is the man who has 
no control over himself. The greatest battle anyone 
has to fight is the battle with himself. Our jails 
and penitentiaries are full of men and women who 
have lost this battle: our cemeteries also. 


One of the most dangerous things in the ocean 
is a derelict, or an iceberg, because they are drifting 
without anything to control them, floating at the 
mercy of wind and tide. They never reach any 
selected destination, and they are a menace to all 
the other ships that sail the high seas. Remember 
the case of the Titanic, and the terrible loss of 
life when she sank. 


Sin has taken away our rudder, our self-control, 
and we have become slaves of appetite, passion, and 
pride. We drift here and there on life’s sea, worth- 
less, and a danger to others. One of the greatest 
prayers in the Bible is, Teach me Thy will; and 
one of our great Consecration Hymns says, Take 
my will, and make it thine; it shall be no longer 
mine. The only safe plan is to turn our wills over 
to the Great Pilot, and say to Him, Jesus, Savior, 
pilot me, over life’s tempestuous sea. 


TT. Control Our W ays \. 
14:12 and 15:25. 


There is a way that seemeth right unto a man, 
but the end thereof are the ways of death. Christian 
and Hopeful saw such a path. It seemed better 
than the one they were traveling, but it led them 
to the castle of Giant Despair, and almost to their 
ruin. Jesus warned us about the two ways, one 
leading to life, the other to destruction. 


A man can control his way; he can direct his 
steps; he can choose the right path; he can ask for 
the old paths wherein is the good way, and find 
rest for his soul. There are some people who will 
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follow the crowd, no matter which way the crowd 
is going. There is the way of the wicked and 
proud; there is the way of the slothful. There 
is the way of the upright, which is to depart from 
evil. Lot and Abraham separated; one went the 
way toward the plain, and Sodom; the other went 
to the hill country, and God. Every day we see 
people choosing the way they will go. I know some 
children in our community who are choosing the 
path to Sabbath School and Church; there are 
others who are going in the opposite direction. Oh 
that parents and older people would help them 
choose the right way and go with them. God help 
us all to be more faithful in helping them decide 
which way they shall go! If we will commit our 
way unto the Lord, He will direct our steps, and 
we will hear a voice saying, This is the way; walk 
in it. 

III. Control Our Tongues: 

16:24; 25:11. 


“Pleasant words are as an honeycomb, sweet 
to the soul and health to the bones. A word fitly 
spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver, 
(A setting of silver)” 


Our tongues can be a great blessing or a terrible 
curse. | suppose that there is more harm or good 
done by this little member than by almost any 
other. We can let our thoughts run riot on such 
a subject. No greater contrasts can be found any- 
where than in the use or abuse of the tongue. There 
are pleasant words, and very unpleasant ones; soft 
answers and harsh: the tongue of the wise, and the 
tongue of the foolish; the wholesome tongue, and 
the vile tongue; blessing and cursing, prayers and 
imprecations; preaching and blaspheming; hymns 
of praise in the House of God, and the unclean 
songs of the night club. James tells us that no 
man can tame this unruly member of the body. 
Only God can do this, and we should pray, Set 
a watch, O God, before my mouth; keep the door 
of my lips. 


IV. Control Our Tempers: 
16:32. 

“He that is slow to anger is better than the 
mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit than he that 
taketh a city.” When an axe “flies off the handle” 
it is likely to kill someone. As long as we control 
the axe it is a useful tool, but when we lose con- 
trol, it becomes dangerous. Most people who 
amount to much have tempers, but they must learn 
to control them. The most powerful and useful 
things in the world have to be controlled; steam, 
electricity; the A-bomb. God alone can give us 
victory over our tempers. 


V. Control Our Hearts; 
Our Thoughts, our Feelings: 


14:30. 


“A sound heart is the life of the flesh: but envy 
the rottenness of the bones.’ By “heart” the Scrip- 
tures usually mean the whole inner man, “the hid- 
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den man of the heart”; not only our feelings, but 
our thoughts and desires; all that is in the soul. 


“A sound heart”: if you go to the doctor and 
he examines you, and says, “Your heart is sound,” 
it makes you feel better. “Keep thy heart with all 
diligence, for out of it are the issues of life’; both 
this life, and the life to come. Dr. Alexander 
Whyte is right when he says, “The heart is the 

” 
man. 


There are many diseases of the heart. Envy is 
one; it is rottenness of the bones. Pride is another; 
Pride goeth before destruction, and a haughty 
spirit before a fall. A Proud heart is an abom- 
ination to the Lord. 


How can we have sound hearts? Only one way; 
we must give our hearts to the One Who can 
cleanse them from all sin and fill them with His 
grace. 


Vl. Control Our Appetites: 
20:1; 23: 29-35. 


We usually apply Temperance Lessons mainly 
to Strong Drink, but there are other appetites 
which need to be controlled as well as the one 
for alcoholic beverages. Many a man is injuring 
his health by over-eating, or indulging in some 
harmful habit. One of the most dangerous is the 
use of narcotics. Then there are many desires of 
the flesh and of the mind which may well be 
called by the name appetite, such as the thirst 
for power, or notoriety, or fame, and the lower 
appetites which lead to immorality and unclean- 
ness. 


In many ways, the Number One curse of Amer- 
ica is the Liquor Business in all its forms. It would 
be impossible to exaggerate the harm done by the 
sale and use of Beer, Wine, and Whiskey. There 
are so many different angles to this that it staggers 
our imagination even to try to measure the evils 
connected in some way with this whole business. 


The selection in Chapter 23 is a vivid picture 
of the drunkard. The saddest part is these words: 
“When shall I awake? I will seek it yet again.” 


Who can break such a Habit, and enable us to 
control such an appetite? Only God can do this. 
He has broken the chains from many an alcoholic. 
He can give victory. 





A point often forgotten by parents is the suscepti- 
bility of young minds to anything promising adven- 
ture and enjoyment .. . We cannot expect religion 
to carry the fight against drinking when young peo- 
ple are constantly exposed to pictures of handsome 
opera or movie stars, drink in hand, appealing to 
them to be modern by using some brand of liquor. 
The desire to be up to date, which so typifies the 
average teenager today, has made the job of the 
liquor advertiser much easier—George E. Denham, 
University of Idaho. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER 7 









REV. B. HOYT EVANS 








Protesting For 


Hymn: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 
Prayer 

Scripture: Ephesians 2:1-9 

Hymn: “My Faith Looks Up To Thee” 
Offering 


Hymn: “Lord, I Believe, Thy Power I Own” 
PROGRAM LEADER: 


(An alternative way of presenting this program 
would be to ask your minister or adult advisor 
to speak to your group on the positive beliefs 
of Protestants. Another way would be to invite 
some well informed person to your meeting and 
have the young people prepared to ask questions 
about Protestantism. ) 


Sometimes it is said that Protestantism is a nega- 
tive religion. It is true that the term “Protestant”’ 
seems to be negative. It implies that we are op- 
posed to something that we are protesting 
about something, and that is true. Protestants are 
protesters, but that is by no means the whole story. 
We are not opposed to things just to be different. 
We are protesting against some things because we 
are very definitely for some other things. Just 
as it is impossible to go in opposite directions at 
the same time, it is impossible to believe in a truth 
without being opposed to whatever denies that 
truth. We are Protestants because we have some 
very definite, positive beliefs, and we must protest 
against those ideas which are contrary to our beliefs. 

One definition of a Protestant is that he is a 
Christian who does not belong to the Roman Cath- 
olic Church or to the Greek Catholic Church. That, 
of course, is a negative definition. It tells what 
a Protestant is not. Our speakers will point out 
some of the positive points of our faith 
some of the beliefs which make it necessary for us 
to protest against contrary teachings of other 
churches. 


First Speaker: 


One of the very basic beliefs of Protestants has 
to do with the full authority of the Bible. We 
do not believe that Martin Luther had any idea 
of starting a new church when he registered his 
first objections to the Church of Rome. Luther 
was convinced that the church was filled with many 
teachings and practices which were contrary to the 
teachings of Scripture, and he believed that the 
Bible should be accepted as the sole authority. 
The Roman Church placed the statements of their 
popes and councils on the same level of authority 
as the Bible, sometimes even higher. Luther pro- 
tested violently against this, and we still protest 
FOR the sole authority of the Bible in matters 
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of faith and life. Our Shorter Catechism says, 
“The Scriptures principally teach what man is to 
believe concerning God, and what duty God re- 
quires of man.” Luther hoped to lead the church 
back into subjection to Scripture, but when the high 
officials of the church refused to be corrected, there 
were many who chose to remain separate and to 
submit themselves to the teaching and direction of 
the Bible rather than to the Church of Rome. 


Second Speaker: 


One of the most dangerous ways in which the 
Roman Church strays from the teaching of Scrip- 
ture is with respect to salvation. In the Scripture 
which was read for us this evening, and in many 
other passages, the Bible makes it quite clear how 
we are saved. “For by grace are ye saved, through 
faith; and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of 
God: not of works, lest any man should boast.” 
Protestants believe that people are saved when they 
trust in Christ to save them through the merit 
which He earned on the cross. Martin Luther 
did not find satisfaction and assurance of salvation 
until he came to believe in this simple truth. He 
had tried to find peace through all of the works 
and acts which the church prescribed for the for- 
giveness of sins and the improvement of his soul, 
but peace did not come by these means. Because 
Luther and the other reformers believed that sim- 
ple faith alone was essential to salvation, they 
protested against the additional requirements the 
church was making of people. We believe, with 
Calvin, that God is sovereign in salvation. God 
saves those who believe in Christ as Saviour, and 
we still protest any efforts of men to add require- 
ments for salvation which God has not revealed. 


Third Speaker: 


Protestants also have something very positive to 
say about the nature of the church. Even as the 
Bible teaches, we maintain that the church is the 
“body of Christ,” and that it is made up of all 
people who have by faith accepted the salvation 
which God offers in Christ. We look on the 
church as a fellowship of believers, and not as a 
mediator between God and men. The Bible tells 
us there is only one mediator, and that is Christ 
(I Tim. 2:5). We believe in the priesthood of 
believers, which means that Christians have direct 
access to God through Christ (Heb. 4:14-16). 
Because of this clear Biblical teaching, the Re- 
formers felt it was necessary to make open objec- 
tion to the teaching of the Roman church that 
people could approach God only through the 
Church. The Bible teaches that all believers are 
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members of the church, laymen just as much as 
ministers. In the Roman church the lay people 
are just spectators, and the church is made up only 
of the clergy, or priests. The reformers protested 
because the nature of the Roman church was so 
different from what the Bible said the church 
should be. As Protestants, our main business is 
not opposition to the Roman Catholic Church, 
or any other church which differs from us, but when 
any church or organization denies those things 
which we consider to be Bible-taught truths, we 
are obligated to protest. 


Women’s Work 


New Orleans Presbyterial 








New Orleans — New Orleans Presbyterial will 
hold its annual meeting Nov. 19 at Gentilly Pres- 
byterian Church, 3708 Gentilly Boulevard, for 
an all-day and evening session. 


Registration will begin at 9:30 a. m. followed 
by call to order at 10 a. m. by Mrs. C. H. Hul- 
bert, president. Mrs. Guy Belt will lead devo- 
tions at the morning meeting and Rev. Alex W. 
Hunter, new pastor at First Presbyterian Church, 
will bring an inspirational message. <A _ partial 
slate of officers including the president and secre- 
tary will be elected that morning also. 


A highlight of the evening service at 7:45 p. m. 


will be music by the Chinese Presbyterian Mission 


Choir. 





What Is A Meditation? 


We are going to make a Meditation. This means 
that we take a subject, generally a passage or event 
in Scripture, and by dwelling on it make it the ma- 
terial of prayer. 


A Meditation is not itself a prayer. It is a sort of 
technique which leads to prayer, turns our minds 
and hearts and wills toward God, and so helps our 
Communion with Him. When the actual medita- 
tion, the considering and applying of the subject, 
has led us into prayer, it has done all it has wanted 
to do—we can let it drop away and continue quite 
simply our converse with God and self-offering 


to God. ... 


We must, of course, begin by a few moments of 
quiet before God, proceed by reading the passage 
we have chosen, or otherwise thinking on this sub- 
ject, then by picturing it as vividly as we can. 


Remember that in such a meditation, we are using 
Scripture much as we use poetry—not so much be- 
cause of the information it gives, as because of its 
suggestive power, the eternal quality in it, the fact 
that it opens up a path which brings us into the 
presence of God, of Christ, and so helps us to pray. 
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Well then, we think of the scene, the words or 
the figure we have chosen to dwell on. And having 
done that we stay quietly and gaze at the picture 
and watch and listen—realizing that what is said 
is being said to us and has a direct message and 
direct relation with our own lives. 


We shall presently find ourselves praying, talk- 
ing quite simply from our hearts to God, making 
our own acts of penitence, love and will and enter- 
ing more and more deeply into the meditation, into 
communion with God; confessing the faults we 
have been shown and asking for things we need 
and, at the end, as a result of what we have learned, 
we sum it all up in a prayer of confidence, thanks- 
giving and love, and a resolution for the future. 


For Silent Meditation 
Scripture: Hebrews 5:7 - -6:3. 
Meditation. 


Prayer. 


—Evelyn Underhill. 


Church News 


The General Fund And 


Interchurch Agencies 











STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS 
Jan. 1 — Sept. 30, 1954 


THE GENERAL FUND 
Budget for 1954 
Receipts to date 
Percentage of annual budget 
received to date 33.83 
Balance needed for the year 474,333.31 


$716,899.00 
242,565.69 


INTERCHURCH AGENCIES 
Budget for 1954 $ 22,000.00 


Receipts to date 9,066.74 
Percentage of annual budget 

received to date 41.2 
Balance needed for the year $ 12,933.26 


—E. C. Scott, Treasurer. 





New Orleans Presbytery 


New Orleans—Rev. Max Ecke, Jr., was elected 
recently as the new stated clerk of New Orleans 
Presbytery for a three-year term, beginning in Jan- 
uary. Rev. Mr. Ecke, who is pastor of Claiborne 
Avenue Presbyterian Church of New Orleans, has 
served as permanent clerk of New Orleans Pres- 
bytery for several months. He will succeed Rev. 
Walter D. Langtry, pastor of Prytania Street 
Presbyterian Church of New Orleans, as stated 
clerk. 
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Rev. Fred Lorimer Reeves, of Eudora, Arkan- 
sas, has accepted a call to fill the post of field sec- 
retary of Church Extension for New Orleans Pres- 
bytery, according to Rev. Albert B. Link, chairman 
of the Presbytery committee on church extension. 
Rev. Mr. Reeves who has served as pastor of First 
Presbyterian Church in Eudora, Ark., since 1949, 
is expected to arrive here the last week of October 
to begin his new duties. He will succeed Rev. 
Thompson B. Southall, Jr., who resigned this 
position several months ago to accept the position 
of executive secretary of Concord Presbytery in 


Statesville, N. C. 





“Strategic” Appointments 

New York, N. Y. — Dr. Frank P. Graham 
and Colonel Francis Pickens Miller, active laymen 
in the Presbyterian Church, U. S., yesterday were 
named to a 14-man advisory board to supervise a 
new program for advanced religious studies which 
will be inaugurated next year by Union Theolog- 
ical Seminary in New York. 


Mr. Benjamin Strong, chairman of the semin- 
ary’s board of directors, announced the appoint- 
ments following an executive meeting yesterday. 
Outstanding laymen, and leaders in international 
affairs and world Christian organizations, are on 


the board. 


It will be the business of the advisory board to 
assist Union Seminary faculty members in super- 


vising the five-year religious program made possible 
last April by a grant of $525,000 by the Rockefeller 
Foundation. 





Institute Of Oriental Relations 
Adopts Presbyterian (Korea) Hospital 
New Orleans, La. — The Institute of Oriental 
Relations of New Orleans for the second consecu- 
tive year has adopted the Presbyterian hospital and 
medical center headed by Dr. Paul S. Crane at 
Chunju, South Korea, as its chief philanthropic 
object. 


“The Institute knows of no work in the Orient 
more deserving than this,”’ said Mrs. Clarence W. 
Chachere, Jr., new president. She cited especially 
the work being done with the amputees and war 
orphans and the long-range work of training native 
Koreans as doctors and nurses for the war-stricken 
country. 


Last year the Institute raised $250 for the hos- 
pital at Chunju and this year plans to raise even 
more than this, she added. 

The Institute of Oriental Relations is a New 
Orleans philanthropic and cultural society. 





Houston's Big Church 


Houston, Texas—The First Presbyterian Church 
here dedicated its $2 million group of buildings 
September 12, at three special services. The main 
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sanctuary was opened for use on May 2, 1948, 
but the recent dedicatory services mark completion 
of all payments for the new church group. 


Houston’s First Presbyterian Church is the sec- 
ond largest and third oldest church in the General 
Assembly. The church, now with a membership 
of some 3,500 persons, was organized by five women 
and six men in 1839—115 years ago. Since its 
beginning it has helped establish every Presbyterian 
church in Houston, with only two exceptions. First 
Church started each of these new churches with a 
gift—not a loan—of not less than $12,000, some 
receiving as much as $60,000—plus many members 
from the mother church. It is from these smaller 
groups that many of Houston’s Presbyterian 
churches—some of the largest ones—found their be- 
ginning. 


The First Church group includes the main 
sanctuary which seats 979 people; more than 50 
classrooms in the educational building; a chapel 
for adults which accommodates 150; a chapel for 
children which seats 100; a fellowship hall with 
dining facilities for 400; and a regulation-size gym- 
nasium. Even now church officials are contemplat- 
ing enlarging the educational building’s facilities. 





Overseas Relief 
New Orleans — Dr. Paul B. Freeland, of Nash- 


ville, Tenn., secretary of the Department of Over- 
seas Relief and Inter-Church Aid with the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., Board of World Missions, 
is one of two speakers slated to address the New 
Orleans Council of Church Women here October 
1. Subject of his talk to be made at their annual 
Home Missions Institute is “Christian Witness 
Through Christian Service” in which he will high- 
light world needs and how they are being met 
through Church World Service, the relief agency 
through which most of the major Protestant de- 
nominations in the United States channel assistance 
to suffering peoples and churches abroad. 





Pastor Installations 


New Orleans, La. — The Rev. Alex. W. Hun- 
ter was recently installed as pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church in New Orleans. Dr. J. S. 
Land of St. Charles Avenue Church, presided over 
the installation service and asked the constitutional 
questions, and the Rev. Walter D. Langtry, Pry- 
tania Street Church, also of New Orleans, preached 
the installation sermon. 





Knoxville, Tenn. — Rev. Harold M. Parker, 
Jr., recently was installed as pastor of Inskip Pres- 
byterian Church here, having been officially re- 
ceived and examined by Knoxville Presbytery 
earlier. Mr. Parker had been supplying the Inskip 
pulpit since August 4. He came to Knoxville from 
Buechel, Ky., after serving a church there for four 
years. He is a graduate of Louisville Seminary. 
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Dr. J. B. Mack Comes To 
The Division Of Home Missions 


Atlanta, Ga. — The services of the Rev. Joseph 
B. Mack, D. D., have been secured for six-months 
work with the Division of Home Missions, Board 
of Church Extension, which has offices here. An- 
nouncement was made by Dr. Claude H. Prit- 
chard, acting Executive Secretary of the Board. 


Dr. Mack, Superintendent of Home Missions 
for Knoxville Presbytery, began his new duties 
September 30. He will be on call to talk with and 
advise Church Extension Committees of any Pres- 
bytery regarding the Capital Gifts Plan—a long- 
range church expansion program which was of- 
ficially approved by the 1953 and 1954 General 
Assemblies. 


The Plan provides tha: (1) there be a survey 
in each Presbytery to determine the needs for new 
churches in that Presbytery, in the areas of Urban, 
Rural, and Negro Work, and (2) that there be 
a plan in every Presbytery to raise the funds neces- 
sary to meet the needs revealed. Each Presbytery 
is asked to conduct its own survey and campaign 
for the necessary funds, utilizing services of lay- 
men co-operating with the program. 





St. Simons Church Dedicated 


The new St. Simons Presbyterian Church, St. 
Simons Island, Georgia, was dedicated Sunday, 
September 26, at 11:30 o'clock. The Dedicatory 
service was conducted by the pastor, Dr. James 
Thornwell Gillespie. The message was delivered 
by Elder E. J. Gayner III of the mother church, 
the First Presbyterian of Brunswick, Ga. The 
keys were presented by Mr. J. D. Compton, and the 
offering was received by Mr. W. L. Wilkes. The 


choir of twenty-one members provided the music. 


The church was filled to overflowing for the 
service, and a number could not be seated. Many 
occupied the chapel where a loud speaker had been 
placed by radio station WMOG. After the ser- 
vice the congregation and many visitors enjoyed 
a picnic dinner in the social room. 





ALBEMARLE PRESBYTERY 


The fall meeting of Albemarle Presbytery was 
held at Pinetops on September 28. Rev. H. F. 
Chesnutt was elected moderator; Rev. C. D. Pat- 
terson, recording clerk for a period of three years. 
Among other important actions Rev. H. W. Dale 
was dismissed to Kings Mountain Presbytery and 
Rev. C. N. Foshee was received from Augusta- 
Macon Presbytery. A benevolence budget for 1955 
was adopted amounting to $129,760. The consid- 
eration of the question of church unien was dock- 
eted as the first order of business of the mid-winter 
session of Presbytery to convene at the Washington 
First Church at 10 A. M., January 18. 


OCTOBER 27, 1954 


Rev. C. N. Foshee was installed pastor of Rocky 
Mt. Second, October 10 by a Commission of Pres- 
bytery. 


—J. W. Hassell, Stated Clerk. 





Town And Country Church 


Atlanta, Ga., Oct. 13 — Dr. James M. Carr, 
Secretary of the Town and Country Church De- 
partment, Board of Church Extension, will lead 
one of the seminars at a national convocation on 
town and country churches, October 26-28 at 
Salina, Kansas. He will be the only member of 
the denomination to have part on the National 
program being sponsored by the Department of 
‘Town and Country Church of the National Coun- 
cil of the Churches of Christ. Dr. Carr is a mem- 
ber of the Committee on Management of the Na- 
tional Council's Town and Country Department. 


The Presbyterian minister will lead the seminar 
on the topic of Pastoral Counseling. About 1,000 
persons are expected to attend the convocation, 
meeting this year for the eleventh consecutive year. 
Attending will be pastors of town and country 
churches, and lay leaders from rural and small 
town communities throughout the nation. 





Dallas Presbytery Church 
Program Planning Conference 


The Stewardship Committee of Dallas Pres- 
bytery has tried a new approach in its educational 
program this year. Instead of one or two large 
Stewardship Rallies for all sized churches, they 
have carried out a series of nine conferences with 
officers from two to six churches in attendance at 
each conference. In so far as possible, churches 
of comparable size have met together. These meet- 
ings have been of an informal nature. 


First there was a short presentation of the pro- 
gram of the church on the levels of Presbytery, 
Synod and Assembly. This was illustrated with 
specially prepared slides. Following that, there was 
a panel discussion on methods of fund raising to 
meet program needs, climaxed by a strong inspira- 
tional message on tithing. 


The conference in each instance was directed 
either by Elder Artie Barnett, Stewarship Chair- 
man, or Rey. Allen H. Craft, chairman of the 
sub-committee on education and promotion. Various 
ministers and lay speakers were used. 

—Cecil H. Lang, 


Executive Secretary 





FAITH 

Have you noticed that man, refusing to accept 
certain religious concepts on the ground that he 
doesn’t understand them completely, seldom has the 
remotest idea what makes his windshield-wiper 
work? He has the fullest faith in his radio, tele- 
phone, etc., without anything beyond a sketchy idea 
how they do what they do. 
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To “Continue’’ What? 


The Association for the Preservation and Continuation of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church is not an organization set up to 


bring about a “Continuing Church” as has been frequently re- 
ported. 


Rather it is an organization devoted to the preservation and 


continuation of our Southern Presbyterian Church and its his- 
toric testimony. 


It is our conviction that a smaller, more cohesive and better 
acquainted organization can do a more effective work for the 


Lord. 


A large organization with centralized authority and result- 
ing centralization of power does not commend itself to us as the 
best way to meet the present needs of the area in which, under 
God’s hand, and by His blessing we are working. 


The proposed Plan of Union, if carried into effect, would we 
honestly believe, decrease the effectiveness of our witness in the 


South. 


For that reason we hope to preserve and continue the testi- 


mony of the Southern Presbyterian Church, something greatly 
needed at this time. ‘ 


Send 15c stamps for sample packet of literature. 





THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
PRESERVATION AND 
CONTINUATION OF THE SOUTHERN 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 








Weaverville, N. C. 
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